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Dorchester Gaol, April 24, 

CITIZENS, Year 4 of the Spanish Revolution, 
Tyg war carried on against, and in defence of, Liberty in 
jain, is every thing in the present moment. All other 
matters are but trifling in comparison with that circum- 
dance. Itis therefore important that we should have a 
dear view of its origin and all its bearings: for its end we 
pust wait with hope aud with patience. 

Though the spirit of Liberty is every where the same, the 
wigin of the Spanish Constitution differs from that of ail 
ather Constitutions, and differs in a manner, that makes the 
attack of the Bourbons, the British Government, and the 
whole of the Holy Alliance upon it, one of the most diabo- 
lial measures that ever was practised by Despots. 

Nota word was heard of any spirit of Liberty pervading 
le bosoms of Spaniards before Buonaparte began to exer- 
tie his tyranny over them. This tyrant, by all the intrigue 
at cunning and villainy could suggest, managed to draw 
igreat portion of the Spanish arniy, aud the whole of the 
Royal Family out of Spain, and when he had them com- 
petely in a state of captivity, he made both Ferdinand the 
seveuth and his father, Charles, sign an abdication of the 
crown in favour of Joseph Buonaparte, the tyrant’s brother. 
Asetof servile wretches, who had followed the Spanish 
Court, were as willing to court the favours and the smiles 
fa Buonaparte as a Bourbon (for where monarchy exists 
here will always be such reptiles floating as the scum of 
nankind) and without remorse, they showed themselves as 
villing to abdicate the Spanish Royal Family, as that 
hmily had been forced to abdicate them. Such is the 
eeleral character of those who now call themselves the 
Re, of Faith,” if we except the really ignorant peasan- 
“y; By way of deceiving the Spanish Nation, and with a 
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futile hope of winning its allegiance, Buonaparte formed 
what he called a Spanish junta at Bayonne, not unlike the 
present pretended Regency, and professed to draw up a 
Constitution for the Spanish Nation! Now, the Spaniards 
were strangers to any thing like a Constitution, nor did they 
suffer the trap to supersede their hatred of the Buonapartean 
usurpation. They rejected and resisted both the one and the 
other, in the most patriotic and admirable manner. When 
something like success began to dawn upon their efforts, and a 
junta of real patriots was formed at Cadiz, it was deemed 
prudent to draw up, for the struggling Spaniards, a Con- 
stitution, that should be really worth there struggling for, and 
a something superior to that which Buonaparte wanted to 
palm upon the nation. ‘This was done in the year 1812, 
and it was upon this ground, and under these circumstances, 
that the famous Spanish Constitution originated, which, 
though it has defects, visible to a Republican, was in reality 
the most perfect thing that could be devised at the time, for 
the people that were to receive it*. 

This Constitution, first promulgated at Cadiz, in 1812, was 
assented to by all the European powers, by those very powers 
who have done, and are now doing, their utmost to destroy it! 
When Buonaparte was beaten inall parts of Europe, and finally 
out of France, the base Ferdinand was allowed to return to 
Spain. On first entering the Spanish territory he promised to 
respect the Constitution, but he no sooner found himself in 
Madrid, in power, than he denounced it, sought to destroy 
the authors of it, and restored the Inquisition with all the 
old vestiges of despotism. Hence it may be seen, that any 
kind of constitution whicb constitutes a monarchy is not 
powerful, and whatever popular advantages it may hold 
forth, they are sure sooner or later, to generate war: for 
monarchy and popular liberty are matters wholly incompa- 
tible and can never be united. But the idea, that the 
Spaniards who fought for this Constitution against the com- 
mon tyrant of Europe, and who so fought under the encou- 
ragement of all the present monarchs, should now have to de- 
fend that constitution against the attacks of those monarchs, 
is a matter sufficient to shew the most stupid people, that 
monarchs do not hold power for the benefit of those whom 
they call subjects; but that they reign under the horrid 
notion, that they individually form the whole of every thing 
in the nation, and that all power and all property centers In 


* It may be seen in the first six numbers of the third volume of “ The Re- 
publican,” 
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ved from them! Tis is enough to shew, that there 
no lasting peace in Europe until monarchy be abo- 
ished; and that the political writer, who writes in defence 
ja monarchy, is a political prostitute, whom every honest 
nan should scout. 

suficient has been here stated to shew that the Spanish 
rosstitation did not emauate from the revolutionary spirit 
at had so long pervaded Kurope, but that it was a circum- 
auee perfectly individual and perfectly national. The 
ncient Cortes of Spain were upon inuch the same footing 
the present, so that the framers of the Constitution had 
eeedent and old custom on their side. Such is the Con- 
tution Which the Spaniards have now to defend; such 
sthe ground for the present Bourbon War! 

Noone can read the papers which the Ministers of the 
british Government have laid before their Parliament, and 
wt conclude, that they have been and are anxious to destroy 
te Spanish Constitution. Castlereagh confessed it; only 
be was anxious that the Monarchs should resort to the most 
accessful means. All means have faiied except open war, 
ad pow that has commenced. If Spain comes out of the 
struggle triumphant, itis impossible that the Cortescan make 
ipeace with the Bourbon Government of France. If they 
do so, they will deserve to lose their Constitution. Revo- 
lution in France must follow the triumph of Spain, and a 
evolution of the whole of the European Governments must 
jollow another French Revolution. 

labstain from printing any papers in this publication that 
emanate from the monarchs of icurope, relating to the Spa- 
ish Constitution. ‘Their motives may be comprised in one 
eatence: they wish to keep mankind ia ignorance and 
avery, and for this alone will they hereafter combat. No 
nore struggles for territory willeveroccurin Europe. For 
and against liberty, will be the motives for war, until war 
ceases, 

Every monarch is as sensible as I am, that he cannot 
bold the power he would wish in conjuction with a re- 
resentative legislature. They dread any thing like a 
pread of knowledge among the people over w hom they 
mule, 48a careful father would dread a contagious disease 
—- into his family, and they really treat knowledge as if 
“Wasa disease. A disease it is for them: but to a people it 
wires It destroys what is corrupt, without injuring 

tts sound, and gives new life to whatever is worth pre- 
“ving, The foregoing is a succinct view of the cause and 
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origin of the present continental war. It is known to eyer 
one that the Spaniards re-established their Constitution in 
the year 1820, therefore, I have not introduced that circum. 
stance here. During the war against Buonaparte, there 
was a general promise on the part of the despots who now 
form the Holy Alliance, that they would give constitutions 
and representative legislatures to their several people: but 
no sooner had they conquered their common enemy, than, 
instead of giving such constitutions, they set earnestly to 
work to destroy all such as ‘were in existence. They have 
failed so far, with the exception of Italy, and if they now 
fail in their attack upon Spain, they will find that their days 
are numbered and the universal fall of monarchy certain. 
At the time of writing this nothing new has been heard 
from Spain. 

RICHARD CARLILE. 
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Ant-eCHrtstrry 





THE work of ANTI-CHRIST is to finish the career of the Gods! 
To teach mankind, that their organizations have been framed 
to furnish them with qualifications and powers, superior to 
any of those nothings called Gods, which they have so 
vainly, so uselessly, and so superstitiously worshipped. To 
teach them, that intelligence is a property exclusively con- 
fined to animated nature, and that, the highest order is con- 
fined to MAN. To teach them, that power centers in intel- 
ligence, and that the first of moral duties is to acquire kuow- 
ledge and that this acquirement is the only power that can 
equalize them. 

Gods, imaginary superior beings to man, or supernatural 
beings, were the inventions of ignorant men, and the notions 
have been perpetuated, by a successive few of their more 
cunning fellows, as a means of living in idleness, and in the 
enjoyment of an abundance of the comforts of life, wrung 
from the productions of the industrious but ignorant labour- 
ers. The inventors of Gods saw effects in existence, but 
being ignorant of all causes, they set up one common cause 
which they called God, and which they subsequently mul- 
tiplied and varied, so as to worship them under every shape 
and imagination. The inventions or ideas of Gods have 
been a dreadful drawback upon human improvement, and 
so long as man retains an idea of them, he holds a bar to his 
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iaprovement and complete happiness. ANTI-CuRIST comes, 
jerefore, to proclaim, that no such God or Gods, of which 
ay man bas preached or believed, ever had existence. He 
wills upon every buman being to demand from such a 
reacher a proof of his doctrine. What is known to exist 
ean be demonstrated. Who preaches without demonstration 
san impostor. Let this bea test to all preachers. 

Supernatural powers were invented because men were 
ignorant of all natural powers, and that species of know- 
ledge which unfolds the latter to their minds will effect an 
bolition of the belief of the former. He, therefore, is the 
aemy of man, who teaches and preaches any thing about 
supernatural powers. Knowledge can only be defined as 
w acquaintance with natural powers. Improvement has no 
ober basis. The Christian makes a lamentation about 
teathen darkness, and boasts of the glorious light of the 
gospel, but ANTI-CHRIST proclaims, that the Christian is a 
nuch more benighted being than the Heathen. What were cal- 
led the Heathen Gods and Goddesses, were literally personifi- 
cated causes of physical effects; but the Gods of the Chris- 
lus are contemptible in design, effectually inapplicable, 
tida degraded imitation of the worst and most besotted 
partofthe heathen mythology. ‘There were physical plea- 
sures combined with the worship of the heathen personifica- 
lions of the cause of physical effects, and the duties of man- 
tind, as to worship, were in strict alliance with all their 
uoral duties. There were ‘deviations certainly. Vicious 
uel sought to vitiate a simple and moral mythology and to 
uake their propensities a part of their pretended religious 
duties. But this was only an exception to the general rule. 
lhe Christians have done the same, and worse, for, from the 
‘mmencement of their mythology, it has never been 
ulied to any one moral duty, nor calculated to add to indi- 
Tiual nor general happiness. The aggregate of pleasure 
ud happiness under the Christian mythology will bear no 
“mpatison to that which existed or was experienced under 
lie heathen mythology, and there is no better criterion of 

Moral virtue of a people than the amount of happiness 
"hich they attain: for all tyranny, all vice, has no tenure 

‘€xistence but in popular sufferance. 

ANTI-CHRIST wills, that every man should know that he 
ne same capacity to acquire knowledge and power as 
Pe eg man, and that contented ignorance and slavery 
lng confined to four-footed animals, and should not be 

*2@mong mankind. Every man is in moral duty bound 
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so to improve his mind and preserve his health, and to place 
himself upon an equality with every other man,and the race 
of competition or superiority should relate solely to know. 
ledge and well applied industry. To pursue this object 
without obstacies it is necessary to remove them ; therefore. 
all the preachers about Gods, and all self-constituted magis. 
trates, must be more usefully employed than at present, 
No power but that which is delegated, by those in whom 
the power to delegate justly resides, must exist, and no ex- 
ercise of authority, but that which the common consent 
allows, must be tolerated. Abuses of power are obstacles 
to the general happiness and to improvement, and no man 
must be allowed a sufficient power to make an abuse of 
power. ‘This is a measure that political economy suggests 
and social order requires. It is one of those first principles 
which cannot be at any time advantageously set aside. 
Power, though delegated, generates power; it is therefore 
of the utmost importance, that it should be well described, 
and well controuled to keep it within that description. 
This may be well done, when a people reserved to them- 
selves the source of power, and yield no more in each dele- 
gation than is sufficient to the proper performance of duties 
defined and understood. For instance, when a priesthood 
can terrify an ignorant multitude aud controul their acts, by 
threatening to bring down upon them the power and veu- 
geance of a jealous, passionate, and vindictive God, the 
power of that priesthood exists in a ratio with the ignoranceot 
the people under them, and the ideal power of God is nothing 
more than a concealed power to the priests. Enlighten the 
minds of the people, make them sensible that there is uo 
such a God, and those priests, who had before an unlimited 
power, now become powerless. Hence may be learnt, that 
though a people may become the source of power, they call- 
not retain it in a state of ignorance. The power of know- 
ledge, as a permanent power, greatly exceeds all physical 
power. | 
The coming of ANTI-CHRIST has been dreaded, but it bas 
been dreaded only by the wicked and ignorant. ‘The wise 
have long prayed for it. He comes with power, but he will 
use only the power of knowledge. His coming has been 
delayed to this time, because, it is only now that man has 
discovered the means to found his knowledge upon an €X* 
inination of the physical bodies that surround bim. Know- 
ledge no longer consists in the use of a given quantity of 
words, but in making words the real signs of the real qua 
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ities of real bodies, and in using no one word that is not a 
sgn of 8 real body or its quality. All the words that have 
been used about religion, more particularly the religion 
ealled Christianity, have been empty and useless, even mis- 
hievous words, for they have been the sigus of nothing 
that ever had existence, and because certain meu think 
oper to mutter a few words of this kind, they think it pro- 
per also, that they should be maintained in idleness from the 
reduce of other men’s labour. It is to put a stop to this 
date of things that ANTI-CHRIST comes, and tbat the indus- 
trious man may obtain knowledge, and find him a real sa- 
viour: asaviour from the real evils of this life, and nota 
sam saviour for a life that cannot come. 

AntI-CHRIST will enlist under his banner all that is wise 
ad virtuous among mankind, and will make war on no- 
thing but vice and ignorance. He will teach mankind im- 
portant matters, and such as no man has yet begun to think 
of He sees that human society is founded on a mass of 
etor, Which he will correct, and make of life a period of 
happiness, and a continual pleasurable sensation. ‘To the 
najority of human beings, the period of life is now a period 
of misery, and rather than this should continue, it would be 
better that procreation should cease: but one great objectthat 
AytI-CHRIST has ordained is, to increase the amountof human 
ove, by instilling new motives forall the virtuous intercourses 
which. generate pleasure, and whilst those pleasures are in- 
creased, he will teach the means of limiting or annibilating, at 
discretion, all the evil and misery, that, at present emanate 
fom, surround or follow them. He, who increases the amount 
human love, and lessens the amount of human misery, is 
ihe friend of mankind. Plato had a confused notion of this 
idea, but the life of Plato was a life of dreams: he dreamt 
of futurity without improving the race among which he 
ved, and though Christianity has adopted a portion of his 
tveries, it has never blessed mankind with one pleasurable 
“usation. Platonic love is a metaphysical love, but real 
love, human love, has nothing but physical foundations and 
Solrces, In communicating knowledge on this head, ANTI- 
CHRIST will display his mighty powers. He will speak as 
often as that speaking can be made useful, not én parables, 
tin language intelligible, and that shall need no commen- 

He knows no use for words but to express human 


\ ants and to form a source of pleasure and improvement to 
iman beings, 


ANTI-CHRIST. 
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TO THE CHRISTIAN JUDGE BAILEY, 
LETTER XV. 





In a note on the Epistle for the Conversion of St. Paul, in 
noticing the persecutions which Saul is said to have inflicted 
upou the early Christians, you say: ‘ ‘This implies pretty 
strongly, that the first converts were severely persecuted, 
and that it would not be desirable as to worldly views to 
embrace Christianity: what then could have induced the 
Aposties to persevere themselves, and to bring over others, 
but the certain knowledge that they had seen our Saviour 
after his crucifixion, and that they had assurances in which 
they could not have been mistaken or deceived, that Jesus 
was the Messiah; and what could have worked upon any 
one to turn to this persuasion, but the conviction from see- 
ing what the Apostles did, that God was with them ?” 
With respect to the first part of this sentence, I would 
observe, that under all established systems of Government 
or religion, the first propagators of new doctrines are sure 
to be persecuted, and the prosecution forms a guarantee for 
their final success and triumph. Judge Bailey has no more 
controul over his passions in that respect, than had the per- 
secuting Saul. Doubtless, Saul thought that he was admi- 
nistering the law of his country when he asked for power 
to persecute the converts to the new superstition. I write, 
as if the stateméut was a matter of fact, which I am assured 
it is not, as Saul could hold no power from the High Priest 
of Judea to persecute the Christians in the neighbourhood 
of Damascus. Judea, was itself but a Roman province, at 
that time, and the power of the High Priest no where ex- 
tended beyond the Jewish Synagogue; therefore, the tale ol 
Saul’s persecution and conversion, like every other tale 10 
the New Testament is a fable. Damascus was the capital 
of another province, in which neither Saul nor the High 
Priest could bold nor exercise any more power than I can 
over the inhabitants of Dublin or Paris. Every tale thats 
apparently historical in the New Testament, abounds with 
anachronisms, and proves that the whole were fabricated 
by very ignorant and inattentive men. The Christian reli- 
gion has been strengthened by one defect as to its history, 
aud that is, that its origin was so obscure and unimportant 
as to render it impossible to be traced. There is no more 
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that it originated in Judea than iu Hindostan, or in 
This obscurity, as to its origin, leaves a weight with 
je fables on which it now stauds, there being no kind of 
aidence to bring against them but negative evidence, or 
ie absence of correlative proofs. 7 

4sto the motives which induced the early Christians to 
sibere to their odious superstition, they are founded in ig- 
yorance, and not in what you imagine, the having seen the 
god after bis crucifixion. There is a parallel case now 
existing in this country. So far from the death of Jobanna 
utheote having extinguished the sect which she founded, 
jey are even HOW Dumerous in different paris of the coun- 
iy,and'perhaps they want nothing more than persecution 
give them strength and a’ means of propagation. Ina 
parish 10 Devonshire, situated between Ashburton and Tot- 
ws, called Staverton, the sect is numerous, and even so 
merous as to support many of the poor, who would other- 
rise be in the Parish Workhouse, or living upon the rates. 
The parish officers are pleased at the matter, and the sect 
holds its meetings without molestation. In the town of 
Crewkherne, in Somersetshire, the sect is numerous, and 
meet as regular as any other sect. I offer this statement 
upon the information I have received from a respectable 
wsident in the parish of Staverton, and from a friend who 
us lately been at Crewkherne, both of whom have lately 
tsited me in this Gaol. So you may see, Mr. Justice 
bailey, that the Government neither dreads nor persecutes 
wy sect, but that which sees through the impositions estab- 
isted in the name of religion. Persecution is now confined 
tothe truth, which was never the case before. 

lua note on the Gospel for the fourth Sunday after Epi- 
phany, you give a blow to the whole fable, on the subject 
of the pig drowning. You say, “If these were kept by 
lens, it was a breach of their law: if by Gentiles, yet if it 
“ee the country of the Jews, it was a snare to them.” 
‘ow the fact is, that the whole of the inhabitants of that 
ia Gentiles as well as Jews, have abhorred and 
rm ined from the eating of pig-meat, from time inmemo- 

- It Is therefore a most improbable circumstance, that 
NY Individual would keep a herd of swine in that neigh- 
ea and a strong proof that neither of the Gospels 
oe af mention this circumstance, or the Prodigal Son feed- 
- ‘wine, were written in Asia, nor by a native of Asia. 
any traveller through Asia ever seen a pig on that ter- 
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ritory? 1 have no recollection of having ever read of Such 
a circumstance out of the New Testament. The Mahome. 
tans are as scrupulous as the Jews in not eating pork, hed 
the Arabians were equally so before the time of Mahomet 
It is most likely to have been a universal custom With the 
inhabitants of Asia to abstain from the use of swine’s flesh 
or perhaps swine never were bred in that country. | am 
not aware that it was ever eaten by the Grecians or Ro. 
mans; for it is now generally believed that animal food Was 
but in little use among the most illustrious nations of old 
The use of it now, or at any time, assimilates mankind with 
all other beasts of prey. 

In a note to one of the Gospels, I observe, as I pass on, 
that you say: “ True religion goes to the root, i regulates 
the heart.” But how is it regulated, is the question. That 
it corrupts mankind all experience proves. It makes them 
cruel, bloody-minded, tyrannical, and impatient of all op- 
position. Delighting to torment all those who differ from 
them in opinion, and to produce unanimity by force, reli- 
gion impels men to war, to murder, to pillage, and mutual 
destruction. ‘To religion; Ireland owes all her woes. To 
religion, the main part of human misery is assignable. It 
is that, and that only, which sets the father against the son, 
and brother against brother. These are the regulations 
which it prescribes and imprints upon the hearts of men. 
It is the fertile source of ignorance, and the common insti- 
gator to revenge. You never knew a hired assassin, but 
that he was a religious fanatic. 

The next point | find to notice is the Collect for the sixth 
Sunday after the Epiphany, which says: ‘ O God, whose 
blessed Son was manifested that he might destroy the works 
of the Devil, and make us the Sons of God, and heirs of 
eternal life,’ &c. Now the Priests would make us believe, 
that not an atom of the Devil’s power is destroyed, although 
this blessed Sou of God has been at war with him for 
eighteen centuries, supported by all those other sons ¢! 
God, who have become Christians! It is a foul concern. 


RICHARD CARLILE. 
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uch TO MR. R. CARLILE, DORCHESTER GAOL. 

ne- 

ind 

net, Edinburgh, April 14, Year 1823 
the ii of the Carpenter’s Wife’s Son. 

sh, iyave just received a parcel from Dundee, containing £ 2 sterling, 
am sich is a subscription from a few friends to Civil and Religious 
to- Liberty in that town, and they wis you to receive it, as a small mark 


(ther esteem, for your intrepid conduct, in the warfare against 
Md. idolatry and priesteraft. as 

ith |doassure you, Sir, that it gives me no small pleasure to see our 
tieudsin this part of the Island begin to club together to assist you, and 
ie grand cause of liberty which you so manfully advocate. Though 


re he sums be small, still their meeting together, and giving counte- 

. woce to one another is of great consequence ; and.I would far rather 
me wathousand shillings given by a thousand different individuals, 
~ an as much money given by one man. But it is certainly the duty 
»P- fevery liberal minded man, both rich and poor to contribute to 
om ur assistance; because, we need not expect that our Christian 
li- Gorernment will forgive any part of your enormous fines; besides, 
ial itwould be much more to the honour of the friends of free discussion, 
Lo raise the money for your fines, by voluntary subscriptions than to 
It ilow you and your sister to be in prison until the Secretary of State 
Mn, thinks that you have suffered imprisonment sufficient to cancel them ; 
Ds tut it is even more than probable, that our Christian rulers will act 
D. nconformity to the character of their God, who never releases his pri- 
ti- we from the infernal dungeon, in which they say he confines 
ut n. 

Our Secretary of State, Mr. Peel, seems to hint, that if your Sister 
th laishewn any marks of contrition, something wovld have been 
es ine by the Government, to mitigate her sentence: here then is a 
~ ‘a acknowledgement that to be a hypocrite is the only way to gain 
af vour from a Christian Government, Oh! horrible! Is this the 
. ‘ute to which Christianity has brought mankind ? Because a young 
e, rman happened to publish a harmless pamphlet which did not cor- 
‘ ‘spond with all the absurd doctrines of Christianity, she was sen- 


iced by a Christian Judge, to be immured in a dungeon, and to 
ol Ry a fine of £500! and because she will not profess contrition, or, 
nother words, act the hypocrite, a Christian Government will not 
cucel her fine, though it is proved beyond doubt, that she is utterly 
wable to pay it; she must therefore, without the assistance of friends, 
— prison until the Secretary of State thinks that he has taken 

ms +00, worth of Suffering from her, to satisfy him for the loss of the 
** IS it possible that our laws admit of such barbarity, when the 

be making system of Christianity is ‘‘ part and parcel” of those 
sand has been about 1200 years in operation in this country, 


early 1823 years in the world ! 
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Mr. Wilberforce, the pious and godly Christian, has no objections 
to free discussion, and the publication of Infidel books, and, also, 
the double character of a true Christian, he defends the sentens , 
persecution, because, forsooth, the pagans had tribunals to saad 
their national idolatories from the attacks of infidels! Is then th 
pious Mr. Wilberforce sensible, that Christianity, that glorious an 
ligion promulgated by God's only Son, for the salvation of may. 

kind ; like all other systems of mythology stands in need of penal 
laws for protection ? Where then is the proof of its divine oricin: 
Where then is the difference between that and other crumbling jp. 
stitutions, which have been established by credulous men in former 
ages of the world. Is persecution the “ peace on earth and goodwill 
to men,” which Christianity boasts of ? It is more like the sword 
which the humble Jesus promised! Because the Christians have 
deified a crucified Jew, will they force us also to conform to their 
Idolatry ? No, but they force us to contribute to support that ido- 
latry! And as long as we are forced to pay for it, it is our bounden 
duty, to speak, and write, and do every thing in our power to expose 
its absurdity. 

‘If the professors of Christianity were honest men, and convinced 
that their system was true, they would allow free discussion on all 
subjects, knowing that truth can never be hurt by investigation. 
But in my humble opinion, most of the intelligent men who profess 
it, are convinced of its fallacy, but many of them entertain the false 
idea, that some kind of religion is necessary to keep the “ swinish 
multitude” in order, while they themselves, wish to enjoy their un- 
belief as aluxury, of which they think, the rabble are unworthy. 
Bat such aristocratica: and selfish principles, are unbecoming in ra- 
tional men. The young and the ignorant should always be instruct- 
ed in facts, and not taught to believe in dogmas, at which buman 
reason revolts. 

Was any person, who had never heard of the Christian religion: 
desired to read the Jewish Scriptures, and the Christian Testament, 
and afterwards, to give a candid opinion of the books themselves, and 
the system of religion which could be deduced from them; the 
opinion of that person would certainly be very different indeed from 
any thing like Christianity. If religion was natural, mankind would 
‘be as uniform in their opinions concerning it, as they are on other 
natural subjects, and the more intelligent would not, as at present, 
persecute those who are less informed, for differing from them 
through incapacity. 

Christianity, in its speculative doctrines, is most absurd, and 
hope the last system of mythology that will ever disgrace the age" 
of the earth. i{t-is a deplorable picture indeed of the gullibility ° 
mankind; never was there in the world, another religion ey 
caused so much bloodshed and persecution. The mythology of the 
ancients, which the Christians affect so much to despise, was ™uC 
more harmless, and equally as reasonable. 
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wishing soon to hear of an end being put to all persecution for 
seal opinion, believe me, — : 
Dear Sir, your sincere Friend, 

A. J. 


xt matte 





TO MR. R. CARLILE, DORCHESTER GAOL, 





fy Dear Str, Dundee, March 31, 1823. 
istnusmitting to you the sum of £2 the amount of a subscription 
collected in Dundee, I beg leave to offer it as a small testi- 
way of respect and esteem from individuals who feel deeply inte- 
widin your fate, and who, consequently, are the fervent and warm 
dairers of every one intimately connected with the principles of 
nih and liberty. Confined to a circle, where the profusions of 
ell) do not abound, they regret much that their donations form 
ua more formidable appearance, but as this is only the pre- 
ast of future contributions, they offer it in the sincerity of their 
irs, accompanied however with sentiments of extreme sorrow, 
thea they reflect that you are still exposed to the unjust, malignant, 
aiaecrable persecution of which, unhappily, you are selected as a 
wi. In your case, as well as many others, the iron rod of op- 
pesion has gone its full extent, and in place of destroying or crush- 
xhespirit of enquiry, it has only in an eminent degree, every 
Wire called it forth ; the outcries of sedition and blasphemy avail 
wing, they are now merely looked upon as words put into the 
wilis of fools to cover the deep laid machinations of designing 
mi; in short, every honest and intelligent being considers those 
pons and holy associations, as they are named, for the purpose of 
pressing vice, composed altogether of such gross, vile, and abo- 
wuble materials, that they display at once to the world, their true 
‘4 and now fully expose, that which at first was attempted 
concealed; their wast and mighty projects to sink the 
mind into a gulf of ignorance. They have proved abortive 
have become < stale, flat, and unprofitable.’ The curtain 


- ‘4 withdrawn, and presents to us a picture, pregnant with 
din praavery, operating upon the credulity, stupidity and super- 
a Ol, still we lament to say, a great portion of mankind. ‘hat 


ve done much to pave the way for the total eradication of 
— doctrines of theology that have inundated the world 
. Scenes of barbarism and folly, we need only direct our at- 

., ' Moment to that virulence, rancour, and malignity, with 
sl =e heen assailed, Your manly, generous, and indefati- 
Com = however, will live with fond remembrance in the bosom 
tal have try, when those systems of superstition and priestcraft 
then perished, when the fanatical and enthusiastic Supporters 


mill have disappeared, without saving by their pious and 
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o 6c ¢} ” ° 
godly interference, even ‘* the wreck of a name.” Amid your mis. 


fortunes, let such reflections be the balin of comfort to ameliorate and 
soothe your distresses; let the honest and laudable ambition of doing 
good still pervade your feelings, and when in those moments a 
cheerless solitude, which you must often be doomed to experience 
you find the baneful effects of a dreary imprisonment, let your naty, 
ral vigour be supported by the sweet and soothing consolations of 
hope, for in future and better days, you may yet enjoy with the full 
possession of liberty, the grateful thanks of thousands of your ep. 
lightened countrymen. In the remotest corners of the kingdom, the 
progress of truth continues annually to rollon, and though surrounded 
on every side with powerful and crafty priests, who, with an unintel 
ligible and mysterious tone, seemingly, have no other object in view 
than to perplex, confound, and stupify the people, I am convinced 
that every where the converts to truth will soon become formidable, | 
On this side of the Tweed we have priests of ail denominations, 
among whom, one, for his bold and undaunted effrontery, certainly 
deserves our attention. In the walks of common life, such discre- 
je:ncy of chatacter, would never be overlooked, but a man invested 
with the forms and functions of a churchman, can do any thing, his 
name is sacred and his actions dare not be enquired into; such are 
the maxims of theology, else how can we reconcile the conduct of the 
far famed orator Dr. Chalmers, who had attained in this country the 
summit of ecclesiastical fame, but who, at one period of his life, could 
indulge in the profound speculations of Atheism! Fancying, how- 
ever, that he could fill his coffers better by the abandonment of he- 
resies so unpopular, he betook himself on a sudden, to the whims 
and follies of the age, and became by a singular, though rude and 
boisterous peculiarity, possessed of qualities, which marked hin, ath 
among his admirers, the first pulpit orator of the day. With these 
blandishments, he has courted the favour of the vulgar, by preaching 
to them, “ the tidings of damnation,’”? while with a class of a mor 
fastidious and delicate cast, he has gained popularity by the vain 
attempt, in sermons upon astronomy, to reconcile the glorious dise 
veries of modern science with the foolish, self-conceited, and gros 
absurdities of the meek, the well known, and renowned Moses. To 
the no small disappointment however of all pious Christians, this re 
doubtable hero of theology after acquiring by a few years calling 
means sufficient to allow him to pass his days in a kind of inglorious 
indolence, has intimated his intention of withdrawing himself from 
the fatigue and labours of the church, to preach moral philosophy (4 
a few country clowns, abandoning his foolish and credulous flock td 
the same state of sin and misery in which we suppose he found them 
It is not alone with the mysterious and sophistical jargo" of ey) 
that the progress of truth has to contend; another order exists 
equally busy and active, political hirelings, who every where ead 
men who prostitute telent to gratify the most mean and serie 
sions, but who now have really written themselves 1nto a 
Among this class of writers are to be ranked the contributors 
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they allow themselves publicly to be carried down the Stream of 
popular error, being neither useful to themselves nor to their fellow 
creatures, To feel an honest pride in the maintenance of principles 


which have for their object the ultimate good of mankind, jt is only 


necessary to be acquainted with those systems of morality which 
have emanated from men distinguished from all others by the subj. 


mity of their intellect. To know their full effect upon society, jt js 


only necessary to pourtray them, and with minds cultivated with 


what the Science of Nature teaches, they need not be ashamed tg 
declare to the world, that they recognize nothing but what is recon 
cileable with the eternal and immutable decrees of Equity and Jus 
tice. Such systems embrace no other principles but those of truth 
an unerring guide which must lead the mind to the purest Sentiments 
of morality, to the most exalted virtue, which in unison with ; 
government of well regulated civil law will diffuse happiness amon 
the human race, and be of more avail in carrying terror to evi 
doers, than all the hells which fanaticism or superstition can possi 
bly invent, Should such men think that systems so perfect, are 
not to be attained by the human species, till the elapse of ages 
when they and their children will be buried in oblivion, they shoul 
reflect that however distant these changes may be anticipated, tha 
their individual exertion towards such a happiness is a virtue, and 
ought to be cherished in their bosoms with those feelings of deligh 
which never fail to be in the possession of those who become distin 
guished by their noble and elevated ideas of humanity, The id 

that you would feel anxivus to learn how the friends to truth wer 
getting on in this Northern latitude, has induced me, in this Epistle 
to enter into some detail, and when it is considered that this town i 
the most rotten of all rotten boroughs, it may be consolatory to re 
flect that there are many intelligent individuals, free from the vorte 
of Ignorance, Venality, and Corruption which surround them. Ou 
Boroughmongers are so notorious for every thing connected with th 
debasement of human intellect, that they excite the scorn and col 
tempt, of even the most illiberal, while those who are supposed 

form the higher classes, are so destitute of literary acquirement 
such utter strangers to all those elegant accomplishments which | 
other places constitute the polished and more refined | circles 

society, that no wonder need be excited at the low grovelling apa 

of mind which truly characterizes them. In short, science and t 


fine arts, to these drones, are entirely unknown, aud hence, may O% 
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accounted, that intolerant ignorance, that haughty prid 
devoted servility, to all those odious impositions of s 
which the united efforts of priests labour to support. 

not therefore met in this quarter with the countenance 
longing to this order, it is highly pleasing to think th : 
numbers in the middle ranks, a department of society ever rece! 
the most intelligent, who can highly appreciate your admira 


4 : rt 30 
talents, and who have now to regret that your exertions 10! the e 
destroyed, by ™ 


of the human race have been in a great degree 
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got iniquitous measures, of one of the vilest associations that the 
goals of mankind can produce, Before | conclude, in the name of 
je Friends to Truth aud Liberty, residing in Dundee, | have to 
sure you, that whatever may be your destiny, you carry along 
“ ou, ovr most fervent wishes ; we, likewise, beg leave to offer 
wr best respects to Mrs, and Miss Mary Ann Carlile, both of whom, 
sae sorry to. observe, have suffered much for their attachment in 
jy glorious cause in which you have embarked. We also cannot 

‘pass over in Silence, the fate of the brave shopmen, who have 
yoted the liberty of their persons to promote the success of the 
meral, good ;: their names are associated with our best feelings, 
ail we in common offer that sympathy, combined with unfeigued 
uiration, which their manly and generous conduct awakeus, and 
ich, must be deeply impressed in the bosom of every one, who is 
iwated by the noble and independent principles of liberty. With 
ney sentiment of esteem. Believe me, 

My dear Sir, yours most faithfully, 


WILLIAM HENRY STEUART. 


PS, On the 29th of January last, a select party of friends met 
lefocommemorate the anniversary of the birth of the immortal 
Thomas Paine; with feelings fraught with admiration, for that bold- 
ws and intrepidity of mind, which distinguished the genius of this 
ttebrated philosopher, the company honoured his memory with all 
tine effusions, that never fail, upon such an occasion, to emanate 
in the breasts of men animated with the fervent glow of liberty. 
Many toasts and sentiments were drank, peculiarly connected with 
be object of the meeting, and the festive evening, was passed in 
lutsocial harmony, which is ever the characteristic of enlightened 
u well-disposed citizens. It was with much pleasure that we 
wiced meetings of a similar nature had taken place, not only in the 
Naropolis, but in other places of the country. and with no small 
wsfaction, we Observed, that these meetings had ealled forth the 
‘atmptible efforts of the literary blackguards, who infest London, 
‘uark them with derision, such efforts, however, only expose that 
hiterness.of soul which they experience, in beholding the rapid ad- 
ranees of truth; the improvement of human intellect will continue 
Union, in spite of the low, mean, and wretched contrivances, that 
tt foolishly adopted to arrest its progress. 


Alexander Wright 
An Unitarian 
A Lover of Free Inquiry 
A Convert to Pelmer’s Prin- 
ciples of Nature 
A Convert . A real Materialist 
pl ot Palmer’s Prin- A Republican, since the burn- 
ag Nature ing of Henry Dundas’s Et- 
A lbintosh Methodist figy 
Xo. 18. Vol. VII. 
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ee a 
William Forbes, a disciple of comprehensive prospect of 
Dr. Franklin animated Nature 
A Church of England man, A Believer in the Omni; 
but no lover of the Bishop of Fate 
of Clogher A Friend to Free Discussion 
David Walker, a Republican One who is convinced of the 
Ss. absurdity of the Bible, from 
A Lover of [uformation where the erroneous ideas it gives 
there are no Parables of the Universe 
An Enemy to all Persecution A Sceptic 
One who wishes to examine One who knows not what 
both sides of a Question, he is 
before he gives bis sanction D. H. a Friend to all who 
to either side oppose Superstition 
Amicus, being long ago con- A Lover of Truth 
vinced that the different Two Friends to R. Carlile 
Creeds of Theology have A Friend 
nothing to support them but A Female, who feels deeply 
the most unintelligible non- interested in the fate of 
sense, has after a minute Miss Mary Anne Carlile, 
Inquiry into the Investiga- and who abhors all Secre- 
tion of Truth, embraced the taries of State, who in their 
principles of Materialism, a political maxims imitate the 
system which leads the con- infernal Monsters of the 
templative mind to behold Holy Inquisition 
with delight, a beautiful and 


otence 





TO MR. WILLIAM HENRY STEUART, DUNDEE. 





Sik, Dorchester Gaol, April 27, 1525. 
As I, and those who are connected with me, have no otber 
means of subsistence, nothing to depend upon, but public 
approbation and support, and that only with that part of 
the public who are bold enough to oppose openly the evils 
that surround them, I have scarcely need to say how cheer- 
ing every extension of approbation and support becomes, 
under such circumstances. ‘The greater the distance from 
which it is derived, the more important is it felt; for the 
light of our principles does not move like a meteor, but 
gradually expands over the human mind, and in a degree of 
swiftness that corresponds with and depends upon the op- 
posing darkness. Thus, I am by no means surprised at not 
hearing earlier from Dundee, though not the less pleased 
now I have heard that I have friends in sentiment in that 
remote town. 1] 

The progress of liberal sentiment in the present year _ 
be most important, and such as the people of this Islan 
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ver before witnessed. I see it bursting forth on all sides, 
wi gathering 1nto that torrent which you can perceive to 
advancing even at Dundee. Every circumstance that 
veurs both foreign aud domestic, seems to have an affinit 
» the improvement of the human mind, and as you andi 
pserve, the scribes of despotism confess themselves beaten 
yd instead of dipping their peus in the usual quantity of 
gall, they write with the corrupt liquid of degrading humi- 
pr sige beaten, slavish, ignoble enemies: whin- 
ag but not reforming. 

Perhaps, this view of circumstances may have been one 
quse of the retirement of Dr. Chalmers, aud a sort of pre- 
gant. “r — on forth, as the advocate of 
smore ear is mor is real principles 
on read ae of Ge wridions aan en oy — 

rea Pot BI gs, pt bis * Evidences of 
ihe Christian religion, and they were any thing but origi- 
itl, and deeply tinctured with the pen of the hireling. For 
tied | understand he was to write them. 

The evil of which you complain, belong to men of our 
pruciples, in fearing to avuw what they think, | have often 
wituessed with shame and sorrow; and under some circum- 
stances, I view it as a criminality, a want of virtue, a de- 
graded servility, that crouches to whatever or whoever is 
Maio Those very men, by and by, when the tide of 
ge oi to their side, will be found the most forward, 
r — amorous, and the most valiant of all. The most 

lable construction will be to attribute it to some imper- 
etion in their organizations. 
nee to find, that in Dundee, as well as in Aber- 
wie opted of the birth of Thomas Paine was 
betes’ 31 a becoming respect. J have pledged my 
ab es oS inate pan upon the assertion that the Paine 
alin. ae and put down both Pitt and Fox Clubs, 
roe hae ear i the result. The meeting in London, 
esa: prised three hundred really respectable men, 

respectable a body of men as ever met on a similar 
“casion to that number. No speeches for ability and 
“und Principle ever delivered at : Pitt F : C fA ‘ll 

| lie bomaparis a Pitt or Fox Club wi 
hm and Beda on wit those delivered at the Birming- 
by san ersfield meetings on the 29th of January. 
recorded, and I challenge any man to analyse 

Compare them. 

tein in ee all my friends in Dundee to individual 
tis a dat eaching their principles to their neighbours. 
y which every man owes to his neighbours: and 
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the constant communication which exists among neighbours 
in all small country towns, forms a facility for mutual im- 
provement and instruction, which is not to be found jp a 
capital or large town. Distinguish well between the prin- 
ciples of morality and the principles of religion, communi. 
cate knowledge by mild explanations and sincere exhorta- 
tions, yon are sure to succeed, and to rivet the affections of 
those whom you may be able to enlighten. 

Expressing my sincere thanks for your Support, and my 
admiration of your able address,‘ I conclude with a hope, 
that our mutual acquaintance may be improved and our 
mutual aims speedily successful. 


[ am, Sir, faithfully yours, 
R. CARLILE. 





TO MR. R CARTILE, DORCHESTER GAOL. 





Sir, London. 
Having nearly completed an original work, under the head, “ Mo- 


narchy,”’ wherein I have endeavoured to exhibit in rather a new 
light, the tyranny, the injustice, the folly, and the immorality pecu- 
liar to that system, I have taken the liberty, presuming on the pri- 
vilege of an old acquaintance, to submit it to your superior judg- 
ment. 

The part which I have sent you is little more than introductory 
matter to the work itself, yet as it is rather lengthy, | doubt not but 
that you will, with your usual discernment, enter fully into the 
désign of its author, and as fully anticipate the end proposed, 

The other part, or parts of the work, require another transcription, 
or | should have sent the whole. However, if you think there 's 
sufficient merit in the first part, to entitle it to a place in “ The Re- 
publican,” its insertion in any form, and at any time will oblige the 
author who will send the other parts as fast as he writes them off. 

Meantime, I remain, with every sentiment of respect, 


Sir, your most obedient and humble servant, 
A. D. 





THE KEPUBLICAN, 


yONARCHY, OR POLITICAL REFLECTIONS. 


BY ALLEN DAVENPORT. 


a ee 


PART I. 


I vaLve more, than patrons kind, 
My independency of mind ; 

That little kingdom’s all my own, 
Usurpers there, shall rear no throne, 


Wucn is the best calculated to promote the liberty, the prosperity» 
ad the happiness of mankind, a Monarchical, or a Republican form 
{ Government? Is a question that has agitated the minds of men 
i al countries, and excited discussion in every age since, and 

thaps long before, the annals of nations began to be regularly 
neorded. It is true, the irresistible eloquence, the powerful reason- 
ag, and the all convincing arguments of Thomas Paine, have done 
nore towards setting this most important question to rest, than all 
lie political writers the world ever produced besides. Never did any 
miter possess the art of making himse!f understood, and of convey- 
ag his thoughts to, and impressing them on the minds of others, so 
wupletely as this truly extraordinary man. [is reasoning faculties 
duced a body of light so brilliant that it penetrated the dullest 
ui, animated the coldest bosom, and gave the people as clear an 
wight into the hearts of Kings, Lords, and Priests, as the natural 
wi gives them into apartments which they inhabit. It is by the 
ight of this political sun, that the people discover the various im- 
yeitions which are constantly practised upon them; are enabled to 
ing the infamous is postors from their hiding holes, and place them 
tthe bar of public opinion, to receive the execration of every honest 
han, 

If Mr. Cobbett was a Republican his advice to the people could 
wt be better appreciated, and more generally acted upon: he says, 
“rad Paine, this famous Englishman; this true Enghshman; this 
‘On of the lower orders; this honour to his country and to the 
haan mind.” And so say f, read him, who, by the force of his 
fuus, broke up new ground, and struck out, in spite of all opposi- 
‘on, ab entire new road, yet left it so even, so smooth, and so bril- 
lauly illuminated that even fools whe stumbled into it by accident, 
mediately discovered that it was the road that led directly to the 
temple of hberty and happiness! {ut as this road was made to ex- 

‘through the usurped realms of despotism, and the eloomy 
Fslons of Superstition, enveloped in the musts of theology, whose 

bitants were metaphysicaliy mad, religiously blind, and where 
Priests of every denomination fatten on the ignorance, the credu- 
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lity, and prejudice of the people, all who attempt to pass necessarily 
experienced a determined opposition: for old superstition, though 
feeble, and almost exhausted with age, called all her children around 
her, by the cry of, ** the church is in danger!” They set Up such a 
hormb!e yell, that the bravest of liberty’s sons stood appalled ; des. 
potism ever ready to defend its greatest ally, superstition, forged new 
chains, filled all its dungeons with the wisest and bravest, and com. 
pleted the panic by carrying on a savage and brutal war to destroy 
what was indestructible, the principles of liberty and the hatred of 
despotism. The people of the United States of America alone 
arrived safely at the Temple of Liberty during the long and tedious 
space of half a century. A man at length arose, whose self-devotion, 
stubborn perseverance, and invincible fortitude in the defence of the 
right of free discussion, constitutes him the genuine heir to the vir- 
tues, the genius, and to the courage of the Immortal Paine! He is 
a worthy pupil, his mind is congenial with that unparalleled writer, 
that fearless patriot, who was ready when his country required it, 
to dash down the pen, grasp the sword, and amidst the thousands 
whom his pen had inspired with courage, with the love of country, 
and with the justice of a defensive war, to march and repel the in- 
vaders, the oppressors, and the tyrants of a people, who had no other 
ambition than to be free, to be independent, to be happy! The same 
cause exists, and the same principles are cherished, in a more or less 
degree in every country in Europe, and it only requires a better un- 
derstanding between the people of the different nations to produce 
the same effect. The present Spanish war will draw the kuot of 
fiiendship closer amongst the friends of freedom; and the free ex- 
ercise of the press will hasten the crisis: whilst the superior kuow- 
ledge of the people will soften, and abridge the evils necessarily 
attendant on every great national reform. 

This consideration alone ought to be sufficient to convince every 
enlightened man of the importance, the utility, and the value of 
free discussion in a country where an important change is unavoid- 
able; for if we have not courage and virtue sufficient to reform, or 
new model our internal institutions, it will soon be discovered 
that we have neither the ability nor the will to defend them, as 
they are, against foreign invasion! Never will England again, 
without a reform, be able to place under arms seven or eight hun- 
dred thousand men, as was the case at one period during the last 
war. To avoid a foreign yoke then, let us still continue to practice 
free discussion; for though free discussion will not burst the fettess, 
as by a wrench, which King’s, Lords, and Priests have so strongly 
fasteued on their slaves, it will so shake, and jar the rivets that 
hold them together, that like loosened teeth they will be easily ex- 
tracted when they come to the tug. What respect then ought not to 
be paid, what gratitude ought not to be shown, what support ought 
not to be afforded to the man who in spite of gangs of Christian 
savages; ignorant, bigotted and perjured juries; corrupt, OpPrs 
sive, and tyrannical Judges; in spite of fines, robberies, ali 
dungeons; in spite of all that malice can invent; villainy prac 
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nily ice, and lawless power inflict, dares not only to publish his 
ugh wn thoughts, but to enable others to do the same, by the pub- 
und ication of a paper the most free, the most independent, and perhaps 
ha je most important that the world ever beheld: \Who has done more 
les » four years, towards emancipating the Press, than all the printers 


snd publishers put together since the art of printing was discovered ? 














m- iy that short space of time, he has, in comparative speaking, advane- 
roy sjtheliberty of the press at least a century! It would be unneces- 
of avy to name the person I allude to, even if | were addressing inyself 
ohe »amassembly of a hundred thousand people, for every voice would 
Us gcaim, “ that’s Carlile !”’ . 
on, The only cause that I can assign for all the merciless persecutions 
he ieaped upon the publishers of the writings of Thomas Paine, is that 
I i: was wiser than the crowd; that he left the multitude full a cen- 
Is iy behind in the race of political science! This not only incensed 
er, ie multitude who always cling to every thing that can boast of an- 
it, iity, and dread every innovation that may break through any silly 
ds astom which they idolize, but the Government also, whose prospe- 
ys riy depends on the ignorance, the prejudice, and the superstition 
n- i the people; and all public writers, who saw themselves fairly 
er own out in the pursuits of useful knowledge. 
He These public writers may be divided into two classes; the first 
8S ud least in number, pretend to take no notice of any work, the 
N- wihor of which is not well versed in the sciences, well read in the 
fe kamed languages, and who has not been through ali the degrees of 
of the university. 
- This class, after consulting their pride and vanity, counsel among 
7 ewselves thus, “* This man’s (Paine’s) principles are certainly 
y stand irrefutable, and his ideas of human happiness aud misery, 
A ieautiful and correct. We are compelled to perceive, by the light 
/ which he himself has raised, that with all our Greek, Latin, and 
: lcbrew, we are nothing more or less than the slaves of custom, preju- 
: die, superstition, and error. But then, were we to give our sauction 
i ind support to the doctrines of Paine, by a public declaration of our 
“oliments, in what a disagreeable situation would it not place us? 
instead of being looked up to as men eminent for wisdom end learn- 
lig should we not be considered mere disciples, followers and imita- 
: 8 ofa man of the lower orders, who cam-be called neither a gentle- 
wai nora scholar ?’’ These writers, therefore, imitate the worst 


part of Cicero’s conduct, who, it is said, would never give his sanction 

: wud Support to auy thing in which he himself was not the principal 
actor, or the hero of the piece, These writers style themselves the 

Werati, or the learned; but they may be more fairly called literary 

pots, for they endeavour by all the means that lie in their power 

oe the Republic of Letiers iato a literary oligarchy, by ex- 

ing genius, talents, and abilities, be they ever so brilliant, ex- 

(the possessor be either very opulent, or can chatter Greek and 

tn fluently, the proper pronunciation of which the literati them- 


nae have no more idea of than the pens have with which they 
€, 
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The second class, | shall call Moderate and:Radical Reform 
these profess to lead the multitude, and to direet public Opinion 
in reality the multitude leads them and directs their opinions, as 
will appear to those who attentive.y observe their conduct. These 
writers never take up a position from which they cannot easily re. 
treat. Should the wind happen to change; that is, should the’ pub. 
lic mind turn to another point of the political compass, they wil 
not attach themselves to any defined and fixed principles, because 
they will not run the least risk of losing the patronage of the mil. 
lions to which every honest, independent, and spirited writer js 
liable; for the winds of heaven are not less to be depended on than 
the public mind, Of this the annals of all countries, in every age of 
the world, affordample proof. These writers are perfectly acquaint. 
ed with this circumstance; they, therefore hang on and follow the 
crowd, through all its changes, and generally coutrive to turn party 
dissentions and divisions to their own advantage. They demand a 
reform in Parliament, it is true, but their eagerness to become 
members of the den, as it is at present constituted, makes me a litile 
doubtful of their sincerity, and to suspect that their grand object is 
to transfer yhemselves from the mob of people without the house, to 
the ** mob of gentlemen within;’’ where if they humbly petitioned 
for liberty of speech, it would perhaps be granted by a king. who 
Is Supposed to have more wisdom and judgment than four hundred 
lords, six hundred senators, and twenty million citizens. They 
would be exempt too from all arrests for debts! They would be 
allowed to frank letters, and to add M. P. to their names! probably, 
it is the hope of obtaining such glorious privileges and such brilliant 
distinctions, that stifles their conviction of the superiority of a Re- 
publican, over that of a Monarchical Government. 

Bata few more years will make Republicans of them. in spite of 
themselves, for the multitude, that is their magnet, is rapidly drawing 
them to that eause which the inhabitants of Spain and Portugal seein 
determined to defend, or to perish in the attempt ; but it is aot Spaia 
and Portugal alone that are involved in this all-important question; 
ho, it concerns every man, woman, and child, in the world, whe- 
ther they be rich or poor, whether they be free or slaves, whether 
they be civilized or uncivilized. It is the cause of all, and ought to 
be supported by all; therefore, every man who professes to be an 
advocate for liberty, justice, and humanity, that can, but wil! not 
mentally, pecaniarily, physically, or in some shape or other afford 
support to the glorious cause of Spain, will prove to the world, that 
every compliment he bestows on the noble and inflexible Spaniards 
is at the expence of his sincerity | Now the principles on which the 
Spanish constitation is founded are the principles of Thomas Paine, 
it was his fertile genius that conceived and formed the glorious plan, 
the Spaniards had only to execute it, this they have done, as lar as 
prudence, ander particular circumstances would permit, and were 
giving to the admiring world practical proofs of its utility, when they 
were called upon by a baid of impudent despots, in the most rude 
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abandon those principles or defend them by the sword, 


“ eae hud unanimously adopted, and to surrender those rights 
i gihout whieh, they felt it to be impossible either to be prosperous or 
ese bnpy: And will the British irmrey again, *sculk in the rear 
ws ‘epost »” Yes! noble Spaniards! and it 1s only the Shortness 
ub. Jie finances that prevents it from bemg in the front. It is their 
wil « poverty, and not their will that consents’’ to neutrality! But what 
use «this neutrality ? What, buta mask to cover the duplicity, the dis- 
nil. snilation, and the treacherous designs of the government that pro- 
it ins it? What praise 1s due to such a government? Just as much 
han asa man would deserve who could stand by, and calmly look 
eof avbilst his neighbour’s house was broken into, his property plun- 
nt ined, and his family destroyed, without affording, in any shape 
the shatever, the least assistance: then if the robbers, flushed with vic- 
rty rich with spoil, and drank with blood, were to attack another 
la vohbour’s house; if this house was so we!] defended that the rob- 
me ks were repulsed, and coming to the resolution to abandon the 
tle ngerous enterprize, the hero of neutrality should quit his neutral 
is sound, rush forth like a fury, seize the arms of a wounded robber, 
to uthimself as the head of the gang, animate their courage with an 
ed argue, as blasphemous as the famous speech of the King of 


Fruce, lead them on to a second attack, and after much blood-shed 
mboth sides, break into the house, plunder it, and make slaves of 
he surviving inmates. Something like this may be expected from 
ie British Government towards the inhabitants of Spain and Portu- 
The above is a fair illustration of that neutrality which the govern- 
nentof ‘this, that, and tother”’ preserved when the legislative body 
Poland was surrounded by armies of barbarians and ruftians who 
fivided that unfortunate country, plundered her provinces, murdered 
ier citizens, and destroyed her political existence! but when the 
ume banditti, in attacking the liberty of France, was not only repu'- 
«i, but compelled to make a disgraceful flight!. What did this 
‘wemment? Did it then remain neutral? Oh! no: neutrality was 
then oat of the question, The borough-mongers became alarmed at 
be triumph: of iberty, and trembleng for their own usurpations, not 
wily joined the banditti, and reduced their own country to pau- 
prism, to supply the royal and imperial robbers with gold, but they 
bibed or bullied those countries into their infamous coalitions, that 
wre either friendly to the cause of liberty and independence, or had 
‘aneere wish to be strictly neutral! the result is known! Europe 
rs plundered and enslaved. 
At length, the spirit of liberty successfully rose in Spain; another 
revolution took place, and Portugal and Naples fdilowed 
Pe eehy The voice of liberation was heard, and echoed 
thine * various states of Italy. ‘The spirit of regeneration was 
i politica nation, and al! Europe was preparing to hail the day of 
of] redemption; But, alas! No sooner did the joyful shouts 
millions reach the Holy Alliance, than it started fromits 
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self-created darkness, marshalled its disciplined bands of sohbe 
and murderers, who, attracted by the light that flowed from the risios 
star of liberty, rushed to their prey like an army of ferocious * 
maddened by hunger, seized on the beautiful kingdom of Naples, re- 
duced it to avassal state, and extinguished the glorious light which had 
attracted them with the blood of the best and bravest of the patriots of 
Italy! whilst this was doing, whilst robbery and murder was being 
perpetrated, and every principle of justice, humanity, religion, and 
even policy, outraged, the British Government was quite indifferent 
it remained strictly neutral; And wherefore? For two reasons, the 
first is, because their magnanimous allies contrived té do the bloody 
business without the open assistance of their former paymaster! But 
if the Italians could have destroyed the invading armies, and have 
pursued the despots who commanded them to their own capitals, as 
Napoleon, against whose family they have all sworn eternal hostility, 
had so often done, would the british Government then have remained 
neutral? Believe it not. Let Spain beware, for should she be so 
happy as to successfully repulse her brutal invaders, aud transfer the 
theatre of war to the heart of her enemy’s country, the British Go- 
vernment would immediately throw off the mask aud plead the obli- 
gations they were under to protect the French Bourbons from the 
usurpations of the Buonapartean family! every infamous treaty by 
which the late Castlereagh bound this cruelly treated country to that 
infernal monster, ironically called the Holy Alliance, would be dis- 
played to justify the change of measures that would then take place. 
And, secondly, the English Government is as deadly an enemy to 
liberty as either member of the Holy Alliance, only it feels the 
necessity at present, of acting the hypocrite, because by such means 
it thinks to impose on the people, aud under the preteuce of advoca- 
ting the cause of Spain, to induce them to make the necessary sacri- 
fices which the impending war may require. Secure of this, will 
the Borough-mongers consult the British people whether the 
Government shall launch its thunder in the cause of liberty, or draw 
the sword in the cause of despotism? Certainly not. When did the 
base, vacilliatng, cowardly, oppressive, and tyrannical Borougt.-mou- 
gers who hold dominion over every thing that walks, flies, or swims: n 
the whole face of the country, consult the peuple through any other 
medium than that common mart of corruption, where their mock 
representatives hold mock consultations, the better to deceive, to 
betray, and to plunder their country? It was the noble attempt, 
which the brave Spaniards had made to remove all such organized 
bands of legal robbers, that has called down the terrible vengeance ol 
the despotic kings, corrupt ministers, and hypocritical priests 1 
Europe, and put Spain on her deliverance | But if her valour 10 a 
be equal to her wisdom in legislation, she will yet be successtul, ati 
on that success depends the liberty, the happiness, and the prospe- 
rity of Europe for ages to come. . 
What a glorious opportunity does not this present to every . 
who. has a republican heart, to publicly avow his principles: 10" 
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ow cheering it would be to learn that Mr. Cobbett, who 

* gho must have a Republican heart although he has hitherto 

s ved a monarchical head, had avowed himself a Republican! I 

we that Mr. Cobbett has a Republican heart; who will say 

Hhrise, whe he has read the following passage from his Register ? 

Never will England be what it ought to be until the marble of 
Fits monument is converted into a monument to the memory of 
pine.” This is very good, but I cannot help thinking that had 
wt Mr, Cobbett entertained some fear of losing friends, and conse- 
wally their patronage and support, at the time he wrote the 
wore, that he would have been more decisive, and have said, 
‘Never will England be what it ought to be until the regal throne is 
wverted into a President's Chair.” That Mr, Cobbett puts a 
lizh value on present fame, might be seen in a passage of his fifth 
wir to Mr. Canning at school. In speaking of Mr. Paine, he 
ays, “ He committed one great error, and that was to attack that 
sik which he had really no business, and that to which the far 
rater part of the people were sincerely and laudably attached. Had it 
ut been for this error on his part, his foes, powerful as they were, 
wmed as they were with physical force of all descriptions, full of 
nor as was their power, never would they have produced even a 
ackening of that admiration in which he was held.”” Now the last 
ieatence of this quotation convinces me, that Mr, Cobbet, although 
lhe confessed pupil of Thomas Paine, has but a faint conception of 
the greatness, the disinterestedness, the independency, and_ the 
rrandeur of his master’s wind! Thomas Paine was not born to be 
ied, but to lead. When he sat down to write, the idea of exciting 
duiration, of courting applause, or of obtainiug pecuniary gains, 
verentered his noble and philosophic mind. The strength of 
bis genius, the clearness of his conception, and the extent of his 
wdestanding gave him an entire original character, and ena- 
bled him to place things in such different lights to what they 
lad previously been viewed in, and thereby so completely dis- 
imed his opponents of argument, overturned their dogmas, and 
pitit so entirely out of their power ta answer him, that it is no 
reat wonder, that the sons of corruption whom he had so suc- 
cessfully exposed, should denounce him-as a-blasphemer, and a 
maitor, and therefore place him without the pale of the law! Nor 
lat the church and king mobs whom the crafty and corrupted 
aa. had inspired with religious frenzy should burn him in 
gy! 

But what says Mr. Cubbett to the ** Age of Reason?” Why 
“In no part of the * Age of Reason” does Paine speak in 
rhs of impious irreverence to God: he praises God, and calls 


valfyings b 
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let readers to reverence his name; and this, too, in a strain of 
Now it ri the equal of which | never yet met with in any sermon,” 
ne ‘oe the writing of the “ Age of Keason” that Mr. Cobbett, 

aa writing the above sentence, calls a great error, and 

erein on the Christian religion, is the attack which he 
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says, he (Paine) had really no business to make! Had Mr. Cobh 
any business or right to attack the Bank swindle, the Fundine Sys. 
tem, and the Paper Currency, when he Knew that a very creat. 4 
tion of the people had the greatest confidence in the solidity of ae 
uotes, that another portion of the people had a great interest in 
keeping the thing up, and when even the collective wisdom itself in 
Parliament assembled had deciared a pound note and a shilling to 
be equal in value to a golden guinea? If he had, Thomas Paine had 
a clear right to attack not only the Christian religion, but any reli- 
gion in the face of the earth. All religions, like the funding sys. 
tem, are systems of faith! The Christian religion, like the funding 
system, was founded in falsehood, is supported by imposition, and 
protected by physical powers! Every religion that is established by 
law, except every man and woman has a share in making the law b 
which it is established, is an imposition and a robbery! What can 
be more unjust and absurd than to compel a Deist or an Atheist to 
pay tithes, taxes, or rates to support a religion which he has re- 
nounced and forsaken; and to contribute towards the building of 
new churches, every one of which he looks upon as a monumeut of 
superstition and folly >? [t was on this absurdity, this injustice, this 
system of imposition, that Thomas Paine made the attack, but not 
until he had boldly, but impartially examined the theological draina, 
and couvinced himself that the whole piece did not contain one sin- 
gle trace of divine origin, whilst every part bore on its face the most 
couiplete evidence of human invention, and proclaimed in the most 
unequivocal manner that it was the work of man! It is true, that Mr. 
Paine, after coming to this conclusion, and after arriving at the con- 
viction that the (hbristian religion, like every other religion, 1s cai- 
culated to degrade the mind, corrupt the heart, abridge the under- 
standing, and to cramp the genius of man, did all that lay in his 
power, and perhaps ail that is necessary, with the aid of time, and 
the assistance of the printing press, to drive from the stage that old 
play, which may be fairly called the ‘* Fool Trap:’’ for what 1s re- 
ligiou but a trap which knaves have set up to catch fools? The dit- 
ference between Mr. Paine and Mr. Cobbett is this, the former 
endeavoured to destroy, root and branch, the political and theolog- 
cal. Upas, and to replace it with a tree capable of bearing wholesowe 
and nutritious fruit; whilst the latter is for preserving the trunk, but 
proposes to cut off some of its branches, and to graft on in ther 
places, slips of trees, which have been celebrated for their pleasaut 
fruit, not thinking, | presume, that the poisen would ascend from 
the trunk to the newly grafted branches, and destroy every prospect 
of the anticipated improvement. That Mr. Cobbett wishes to ae 
serve the poisonous trunk of the monarchical tree, may be seen 10 4 
passage in his rustic harangue to the Farmers of Guildiord, wherein 
he says, “* I have always said, as | now say, that I belicve, mat jor 
this country at any rate, a government of King, Lords, os 
mons, is the best that human wisdom can devise. 1 beg parce 
should have said, the best that human wisdom can desire.” 
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ett ow 1 alway thought, that that government was the best, where 
Sy om le who live under it are the most happy, the most prospe- 
por. ap the most innocent people in the world: such as Mr. Cobbett 


jscribes the Americans to be; but hear his own words, ** The 
cans are the least criminal people in the whole world.” And 
“ « America is well governed, and so happy are the people, 
jut there is no misery in the land, There are not so many crimes 
wamitted there in a year, as are committed in England in one 
sek, or perhaps one day.” Here we have ln One sentence a com- 
te history of republicanism, so strikingly contrasted with that of 


‘a anarchy, that he that reads must either wish for a Republican 
and Girerament, or renounce all pretensions to philanthropy. 

by But it may be said, that though the English people, under their 
by at government, are less happy than the Americans, they would, 
ran fareform were to take place, be as happy as any, if not the most 


y people in the world. This would be true, if such a reform 
ns to take place as would convert the Monarchy into a Republic, 
ud the oligarchy into a popular government, with the exclusion of 
il royal and aristocratical titles. But not with that reform which is 
wbe confined to one branch of the legislature, whilst the other two 
we equally corrupt. But to place this one-eyed reform, from the 
wnsummation of which so much happiness, and so many blessings 
we anticipated, in as clear a light as possible, I will reduce the sub- 
ject toa case so simple, and so plain, that it shall not be in the 
wer of the fool to misunderstand, or in the power of the knave to 
usconstrue, 

(To be Continued. ) 
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OF THE WORD RELIGION, 


AND OTHER WORDS OF UNCERTAIN SIGNIFICATION. 





Tie word religion is a word of forced application when 
ued with respect to the worship of God. ‘he root of the 
vordis the Latin verb ligo, to tie or bind. From digo, comes 
wligio, to tie or bind over again, or make more fast—from 
ibe comes the substantive religio, which with the addi- 
1 of makes the English substantive religion. The 
hi use the word properly—when a woman enters a 
; vent she is called a noviciate, that is, she is upon trial 
Probation. When she takes the oath, she is called a 

: be that is, she is tied or bound by that oath to 
Performance of it. We use the word in the same 
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kind of sense when we say we will religiously perform the 
promise that we make. 

But the word, without referring to its etymology has, jp 
the nanner it is used, no definitive meaning, because it does 
not designate what religion a man is of, there is the religion 
of the Chinese, of the Tatars, of the Bramins, of the Res. 
sians,-of the Jews, of the Turks, &c. 

The word Christianity is equally as vague as the word 
religion. No two sectaries can agree what it is. It is a Jy 
here and lo there. ‘The two principal sectaries, Papists and 
Protestants, have often cut each other’s throats about it:— 
The papists call the protestants heretics, and the protestants 
call the papists idolators. ‘The minor sectaries have shewp 
the same spirit of rancour, but as the civil law  restrains 
them from blood, they content themselves with preach- 
ing damnation against each other. 

The word prolestant has a positive signification in the 
sense it is used. It means protesting against the authority 
of the Pope, and this is the only article in which the pro- 
testantsagree. Inevery other sense, with respect to religion, 
the word protestant, is as vague as the word Christian. When 
we say an episcopalian, a presbyterian, a baptist, a quaker, 
we know what those persons are, and what tenets they hold— 
but when we say a Christian we know he is not a Jew nor 
a Mahometan, but we know not if he be a trinitarian or an 
anti-trinitarian, a believer in what is called the immaculate 
conception, or a disbeliever, a man of seven sacraments, or 
of two sacraments, or of none. The word Christian des- 
cribes what a man is not, but not what he is. 

The word Theology, from Theos, the Greek word for 
God, and meaning the study and knowledge of God, s 
a word, that strictly speaking, belongs to Theists or Deists, 
and not to the Christians. The head of the Christian 
church is the person called Christ—but the head of the 
church of the Theists, or Deists, as they are more commonly 
called, from Deus, the Latin word for God, is God bimself, 
and therefore the word Theology belongs to that church 
which has Theos or God for its head, and not to the Chris 
tian church which has the person called Christ for its head. 
Their technical word is Christianity and they cannot agree 
what Christianity is. - 

The words revealed religion, and natural religion, 
quire also explanation. They are both invented geo 
trived by the church for the support of priestcraft. '! 
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ect to the first, there is no evidence of any.such thing, 


™ sept in the universal revelation, that God has made of his 
4 omer, his Wisdom, his goodness, in the structure of the uni- 
a se, and in all the works of creation. We have no cause 
om rground from any thing we behold in those works, to 
es: yopose God would deal partially by mankind, and reveal 
owledge to one nation and withhold it from another, and 
- jen damon them for not knowing it. The sun shines an 
a lo aul quantity of light all over the world—and mankind in 
and sages and countries are endued with reason, and blessed 
a rth sight, to read the visible works of God in the creation, 
‘nts i so intelligent is this book that he that runs may read. 
wo feadmire the wisdom of the ancients, yet they had no 
‘ins titles, nor books, called revelation. They cultivated the 
ch- mason that God gave them, studied him in his works, and 
irose to eminence. 
the 4sto the Bible, whether true or fabulous, it is a history, 
ity wi bistory is not revelation. If Solomon had seven hun- 
"O- ied wives, and three hundred concubines; and if Samson 
on, eotin'Delila’s lap, and she cut his hair off; the relation of 
en toe things is mere history, that needed no revelation from 
er, ieaven to tell it; neither does it need any revelation to tell 
aoe that Samson was a fool for his pains and Solomon too. 
or 4s to the expression so often used in the Bible, that the 
an word of the Lord, came to such an one, or such an one, it 


ns the fashion of speaking in those times, like the expres- 
ton used by a Quaker, that the spirit moveth him, or that 
wel by priests, that they havea call. We ought not to be 
ixeived by phrases because they are ancient. But if we 
iduit the supposition that God would condescend to reveal 
linself in words, we ought not to believe it would be in 
such idle and prifligate stories as are in the Bible, and it is 
or this reason, among others, which our reverence to God 
“pites, that the Deists deny that the book called the Bible 
sie word of God or that it is revealed religion. 
ith tespect to the term, natural religion, it is upon the 
iy : it, the opposite of artificial religion, and it is impos- 
is or aby man to be certain that what is called revealed 
30h, iS not artificial. Man has the power of making 
ot luventing stories of God, and calling them revelation 
“eWord of God. The Koran exists as an instance that 
Scan be done, and we must be credulous indeed to sup- 
Ee that this is the only instance, and Mahomet the only 
Postor. The Jews could match him, and the Church of 


ome could Oovermatch the Jews. The Mahometans be- 
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lieve the Koran, the Christians believe the Bible 
education makes all the difference. 

Books, whether Bibles or Korans, carry no evidence os 
being the work of any other power than man, It js only A 
which man cannot do that carries the evidence of being the 
work of a superior power. Man could not invent and 
make a universe—he could not invent nature, for bature js 
of divine origin. [tis the laws by which the universe is 
governed. When, therefore, we look through nature Up to 
nature’s God, we are in the right road to happiness, but 
when we trust to books as the word of God, and confide in 
them as revealed religion, we are afloat on an ocean of up- 
certainty, and shatter into contending factions. The term, 
therefore natural religion, explains itself to be divine reli. 
gion, and the term revealed religion involves in it the sus- 
picion of being artificial. 

To shew the necessity of understanding the meaning of 
words, I will mention an instance of a minister, I believe of 
the episcopalian church, of Newark, in Jersey. He wrote 
and published a book, and entitled it, ‘* 4n Antidote to 
Deism.” An antidote to Deism, must be Atheism. It has 
no other antidote—for what can be an antidote to the belief 
of a God, but.the disbelief of a God. Under the tuition of 
such pastors, what bat ignorance and false information can 
be expected. 


and it js 
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